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1893 edition. Excerpt: ...Porteous-mob
coming to rabble us again--the law will
haud her ain now, neighbour, and that yell
find to your cost. What do you mean by
that, sir? retorted Butler. You must mistake
me for some other person. My name is
Reuben Butler, preacher of the gospel. I
ken that weel eneugh, said the turnkey.
Well, then, if you know me, I have a right
to know from you in return, what warrant
you have for detaining me; that, I know, is
the right of every British subject. Warrant?
said the jailor,-- the warrants awa to
Libberton wi twa sheriff officers seeking
ye. If ye had staid at hame, as honest men
should do, ye wad hae seen the warrant;
but if ye come to be incarcerated of your
ain accord, wha can help it, my jo? So I
cannot see Effie Deans, then, said Butler;
and you are determined not to let me out?
Troth will 1 no, neighbour, answered the
old man, doggedly; as for Effie Deans, yell
hae eneugh ado to mind your ain business,
and let her mind hers; and for letting you
out, that maun be as the magistrate will
determine. And fare ye weel for a bit, for I
maun see Deacon Sawyers put on ane or
twa o the doors that your quiet folk broke
down yesternight, Mr. Butler. There was
something in this exquisitely provoking,
but there was also something darkly
alarming. To be imprisoned, even on a
false accusation, has something in it
disagreeable and menacing even to men of
more constitutional courage than Butler
had to boast; for although he had much of
that resolution which arises from a sense of
duty and an honourable desire to discharge
it, yet, as his imagination was lively, and
his frame of body delicate, he was far from
possessing that cool insensibility to danger
which is the happy portion of men of
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stronger health, more firm nerves,...
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