
Dead Men Rise Up Never

The month in which my seventeenth birthday arrived I signed on before the mast on the
Sophie Sutherland, a three-topmast schooner bound on a seven-months’ seal-hunting cruise to
the coast of Japan.  We sailed from San Francisco, and immediately I found confronting me a
problem of no inconsiderable proportions.  There were twelve men of us in the forecastle, ten
of whom were hardened, tarry-thumbed sailors.  Not alone was I a youth and on my first
voyage, but I had for shipmates men who had come through the hard school of the merchant
service of Europe.
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attorney Thomas Petrie, has 57 hours to find a man 
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